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OPEN OFFICE
2.0

HOW ONE COMPANY’S
FLEXIBLE, CREATIVE, AND
NON-CORPORATE-LOOKING
ROOM DIVIDERS ARE
BRINGING FOCUS BACK
TO THE WORKPLACE.

BY CAROLINE EBERLY LONG
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REIMAGINING
CORPORATE DESIGN

SEVERAL YEARS AGO,

a spate of articles in publications like The New Yorker

and The Atlantic began to shoot down the almighty
pQRGP(NiEGmVJGVWGPF(NiYCNNNGUUFKHMANCPFUVJCVJCﬁ
come to characterize around 70% of U.S. workplaces.
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During its rst several years of operation,
performance menswear startup
Mizzen+Main worked out of a variety of

unconventional spaces before nally claiming
its own of ce. In designing the space, founder

and CEO Kevin Lavelle wanted it to be
beautiful, functional, and exible, knowing
the company would continue to grow.

“Since we couldn’'t have 25 of ces, we were

wondering, how do we do that in an open
of ce environment?” he says.

Lavelle worked with LOFTwall to design a
series of custom dividers that t his brand’s

fresh vibe and diverse team. Here’s how
that looks:

+ One-of-a-kind partitions made out of
the company’s own technical fabrics

+ Additional dividers made out of brass
and wood that suit the brand’s style

+ Acoustic panels that help curb noise in

high phone use areas

+ Meeting-friendly whiteboard surfaces
built into certain partitions

+ Delineation of both private and
collaborative work areas

+ The ability to recon gure (or add onto)
the layout as the company evolves

+ An overall vibe that pairs privacy with
startup-style collaboration

PHOTOS, CLOCKWISE: PAUL GOLANGCO, COURTESY OF LOFTWALL, PAUL GOLANGO

THE FUTURE
WORKPLACE
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