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Sasaki assists clients 
with everything from 
watershed planning 
to grant-writing 
to designing built 
environments for greater 
resiliency. CLOCKWISE: 
Chicago Riverwalk, 
Bristol Community 
College Health and 
Science Building, 
Chicago Riverwalk (2)
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 TRANSFORMING THE CHICAGO RIVERWALK 
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PHOTOS, CLOCKWISE: CHRISTIAN PHILLIPS PHOTOGRAPHY, EDWARD CARUSO, CHRISTIAN PHILLIPS PHOTOGRAPHY (2)
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Sasaki’s designers, architects, 
and engineers use their 
multidisciplinary, systems-
based approach in more 
than just client projects. Team 
members teach seminars 
and classes, training the next 
generation of planners from 
top design and engineering 
schools like MIT and Harvard. 
Sasaki’s young professionals 
often enter the �rm as talented 
interns and return after 
graduation as staff. Moreover, 
interns and staff regularly go 
back into their communities 
to encourage community 
education and participation 
around resiliency issues like 
climate change. 

Jill Allen Dixon , now a 
senior associate and planner 
at Sasaki, started at the �rm 
in 2009 as an intern. In 2012, 
she and other team members 
were working on grant-funded 
projects that continue to shape 
Boston’s disaster preparedness. 
“There is a lot of complex 
scienti�c information out  
there, and it’s important for  
us to help translate that to  
the public,” she says.

Data translation and 
illustration is a large part of the 
community education process, 
which is integral to all future 
resiliency planning efforts, 
Vizgaitis says. “A lot of the 
conversations around climate 
change and sea level rise are 
abstract. Our Sea Change 
research project (page 118) 
was a good eye-opener for a 
lot of people to push denial 
aside because the maps tell 
all. It’s maps and mapping—
no opinions anymore.” The 
project included a curated 
showcase highlighting 
Boston’s vulnerabilities and 
demonstrating options for 
design solutions. It won a  
2016 ASLA Communications 
Honor Award for its ability  
to connect with all kinds  
of audiences. 

A push toward change and 
a future based on resiliency 
comes, Vizgaitis says, when 
disciplines join together to help 
the public understand what’s at 
stake and speak out for public 
action. “That’s when people 
have to start to pay attention.” 


