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TERRAZZO & MARBLE SUPPLY COMPANIES 

BRINGS HISTORY TO LIFE WITH THOUGHTFUL 

ARTISTRY AND DURABILITY EMBEDDED  

IN EVERY FLOORING INSTALLATION.

BY JULIA STONE

Forever

Terrazzo & Marble 
Supply Companies 
transformed the Duke 
Ellington School of the 
Arts in DC with poured-
in-place epoxy terrazzo.
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“There are terrazzo floors that were in-
stalled in the early 1900s that are still nice 
looking jobs,” says James Bateman, terraz-
zo division manager of Terrazzo & Marble 
Supply Companies. 

With a little bit of maintenance, these 
sustainable floors can last 40 years or more 
without losing their brilliance. Brad Meyer, 
national sales manager at Terrazzo & Mar-
ble, calls them “forever floors” because they 
last the lifetime of a building.

A Colorful History

References to terrazzo date all the way back 
to ancient times, but the origins of today’s 
terrazzo are modeled after 20th century Ital-
ian work. 

Italian masonry workers used to quarry 
marble and granite using dynamite. After 
the explosions, many marble pieces would 
crumble and fall to the side of the quarry, 
where workers gathered them and mixed the 
chips with cement. They poured the mixture 
on their terrazza (or terrace, in Italian) and 
ground the material with carborundum 
blocks to expose the marble inside. “At the 
time, marble was reserved for the Italian ar-
istocracy—certainly not the laborers at the 
marble quarries,” Meyer says. But terrazzo 
gave the working class access to a higher de-
sign aesthetic.

As people migrated from Europe to the 
States, traditional terrazzo workers brought 
the trade with them, though the industry 
has certainly evolved over the years. Original 
terrazzo was set in cement, but now 90% of 
terrazzo floors are made with an epoxy resin, 
Bateman says. 

TERRAZZO FLOORING—

WITH ITS MOSAIC STYLE 

AND SMALL PIECES OF 

MARBLE OR GRANITE SET 

IN BEAUTIFULLY POLISHED 

CONCRETE OR EPOXY 

RESIN—IS KNOWN FOR ITS 

DESIGN FLEXIBILITY AND 

REMARKABLE DURABILITY, 

SO IT’S NO WONDER 

THE METHOD HAS BEEN 

AROUND FOR CENTURIES. 
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A Long Life

While Terrazzo flooring may carry a higher 
upfront cost, its durability and life expectan-
cy often make it the most affordable option 
in the long run, Bateman says. When you 
add up the life cycle costs for carpet, por-
celain, or other flooring materials, terraz-
zo typically ends up saving you money. “It’s 
definitely the Cadillac of flooring options,” 
he says. “A lot of people see that initial price 
tag and they think, ‘Oh, wow. That’s five 
times the value of carpet.’ But you’re prob-
ably going to replace that carpet six times in 
the life of one terrazzo installation.”

Terrazzo’s resilient flooring solutions 
are used in high-traffic areas like schools, 
stadiums, and airports. Fortunately, they’re 
also very easy to clean—warm water and a 
bucket is all you need. And because the ter-
razzo is poured in place, the flooring is one 
seamless surface, alleviating hygiene issues. 
“With Terrazzo, unlike many hard surface 
materials such as porcelain or ceramic tiles, 
it doesn’t have grout joints, which is where 
bacteria and dirt collect,” Meyer says.

Meyer estimates a crew of five men can 
install 10,000 square feet of Terrazzo in 30 
days or less in several easy steps. For floors 
of multiple colors, each adjoining color is 
poured one at a time and must cure (or 
dry) prior to installing the adjacent color, 
meaning timing can depend on the de-
sign’s complexity. 

A Sustainable Design 

Terrazzo & Marble, which is 100% employ-
ee-owned, manufactures its own epoxy that 
acts as a binder holding the chips together—
and it’s the secret to the countless design op-
tions available to architects and designers. 
With the evolution of their epoxy resin tech-
nology, the company is able to incorporate 
materials like aluminum, zinc, and brass as 
well as exotic aggregates like mother-of-pearl, 
which consists of crushed seashells. “There’s 
a lot of color and design flexibility because 
Terrazzo is poured in place. It’s limited only 
by the imagination,” Meyer says.

Aggregate options also include recycled 
products like glass, porcelain, marble, and 

even beer bottles. “We take a lot of things 
that would be put into the waste stream 
that we can reclaim and reuse in a ter-
razzo floor,” Bateman says. Most of their 
epoxy products also emit zero VOCs, so 
you don’t have to worry about indoor air 
quality. 

Just as the 20th century Italian workers 
recycled materials from quarries, some 
floorings are still made from material 
scraps. Terrazzo & Marble has a large 
quarry operation in Texas and often uti-
lizes quarried marble chips for regional 
projects. This helps minimize the carbon 
footprint on shipping by using a natural, 
local product that’s beautiful, too. 

Beyond adding whatever you want to 
the floor, terrazzo is also customizable in 
terms of color. “You can select any paint 
manufacturer’s color from their fan deck 
and we’ll match the epoxy to it. We have 
people who will send us a piece of fab-
ric and say, ‘Hey, can you match this?’” 
Bateman says. “We can match virtually 
any color under the sun.” gb&d

Terrazzo’s durable floors 
can be seen all over—from 
Time Inc.’s headquarters 
to Phoenix Sky Harbor 
International Airport.


