
��������� � �������� ����20 gbdmagazine.com

UP FRONT UP FRONT

��������� � �������� ����gb&d 2120 gbdmagazine.com

UP FRONT SUSTAINABLE SOLUTION UP FRONT

gb&d 21

Real-Life 
Design
Enscape makes virtual reality rendering 
easier than ever before.  
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Using geolocation , 
the program allows 
users to adjust the 
time of day and year 
to see how sunlight 
comes through 
windows. It’s even 
possible to factor in 
shadows from other 
buildings. It’s not as 

precise as other methods but 
provides a quick and easy-to-
understand reference. “That’s 
something you can very easily see 
in VR that’s very hard to tell in a 
�oorplan in 2D,” Luck says.
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Bringing Design to Life
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Using Enscape, 
architects can 
spot problems  
in their plans 
that wouldn’t 
otherwise be 
evident. On a 
recent project, 
Overland 
designers and 

engineers switched to an 
Enscape VR session and noticed 
a duct was poking through 
a wall. The problem was not 
evident in Revit, but in VR the 
error was as plain as day.
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Although the �rm still 
uses physical models 
and sketches when 
presenting projects 
to customers or 
other stakeholders, 
Overland has started 
to incorporate 
virtual reality into its 
promotional materials. 
At one recent meeting 

with city leaders, the company used 
Enscape to create QR codes linked to 
360 panoramas of a nearby building so 
everyone could see how the soon-to-be-
built structure would look from various 
vantage points. The �rm plans to place 
QR codes on fencing surrounding the 
construction site, so passersby can see 
what’s coming and get excited.

Many users 
view Enscape 
renderings on 
a computer 
screen but, 
for a really 
immersive 
experience , 
virtual reality 
headsets are 
the way to 

go. “You have to curate the 
experience for the client so 
they don’t feel like they’re 
going to look foolish,” 
Shemwell says. When clients 
feel comfortable, the payoffs 
are great. Carpio says, “When 
they take the headset off, 
there is a sense of euphoria 
and joy . They �nally have a 
clear understanding of the 
reality of their project.” gb&d
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Enscape releases 
new versions 
of its software  
every three 
months, often 
with new features 
voted on by 
users on the 
company’s online 
forum. Based on 
this feedback, 

Luck says the company hopes to 
roll out virtual reality renderings 
for smartphones, tablets, and 
internet browsers . Enscape also 
plans to allow users to alter design 
elements from within the virtual 
reality environment.
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