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DualShade performance

350 and function
meet design.

P
Two different color yarns
form a single, dual-colored 12 Color
shade fabric. Combinations

A revolutionary, patent
pending, new fabric ONLY
from GALE Pacific.

Request A
Swatch Today
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DESTINATION COLLECTION

Maldives

Available Now!
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COMPANIES LIKE FACEBOOK AND
GALE PACIFICARE GIVING PEOPLE
MORE WAYS TO STAY OUTDOORS.
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NCREASED

HAPPINESS,

ENERGY, FO-

CUS, CREATIV-

ITY—these are

just some of the
“side effects” of exposure to the outdoors.
After years of research proving these ben-
efits change people’s moods and even in-
crease productivity in the workplace, com-
panies are finally taking notice and starting
to take as many elements of the indoor office
environment outside as possible. “In an in-
creasingly technical world, where people are
stuck in front of a computer from 8 a.m. to 5
p-m., people want to get outside. People like
to be outside,” says Brent Derbecker, nation-
al brand manager for shade and shelter at
Superior Recreational Products.
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Companies like Facebook, Microsoft,

“and Apple have already made strides in

creating outdoor spaces for their employ-

“ees—and the demand is growing. “We are

seeing a lot more advances in design as
architects are working to figure out ways
to move offices outside,” says Gretchen Fix,
vice president of marketing for outdoor fab-
ric manufacturer GALE Pacific. But, moving
the inside out comes with its own set of
challenges—including protection from the
elements while maintaining comfort.

In the past, metal awnings or trees have
been primary choices for shade cover, but
modern designers are looking for more
unique options. “They want the opportu-
nity to get creative with different shapes
and colors. They want to create really cool
aesthetics and have fun,” Fix says.

That’s where GALE Pacific comes in.
The manufacturer specializes in designing
high-performance fabrics for shade struc-
tures that not only assist in comfort and
safety, but also create memorable spaces.
“If you’re outside you need to be protected
from the sun in a comfortable environment.

A

GALE PACIFIC’S
COMMERCIAL
DUALSHADE

350 COMESIN

12 CORE COLOR
COMBINATIONS
WITH 24 MORE
CUSTOM OPTIONS.

— . 2 = [

f_A VK \

4 - i

: SUPERIOR

o RECREATIONAL

— - PRODUCTS WORKED ‘

% WITH GALE PACIFIC
4 . _ . TO PROTECTAND
V4 — "/ ENHANCE THE USSSA
g / SPACE COAST COMPLEX.

PHOTO: COURTESY OiSUPER\OR RECREATIONAL PRODUCTS

PHOTO: COURTESY OF GALE PACIFIC

gbdmagazine.com ; . 4

s oy ) Yo 1 T]PH Y



2

>

GALE PACIFIC’S
KNITTED FABRIC
DESIGN REDUCES
TEMPERATURES BY AS
MUCH AS 35%.

It can be as simple as making sure you don’t
get a sunburn to serving the long-lasting
purpose of protecting the equipment below
the shade structure,” says Derbecker, who
frequently works with GALE Pacific to meet
customer demands.

COMFORTABLE AND SAFE
An industry leader in advanced knitted and
polymer fabrics, GALE Pacific developed the
world’s first shade cloth knitting technol-
ogy in the 1970s for agriculture and hor-
ticulture applications. The company later
expanded to include more everyday solu-
tions with the invention of higher UV block
shade fabrics. Today all of the company’s
fabrics provide optimal UV protection.

Of course, when designing an outdoor
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office space, it’s important to consider
when the space will be used. “You need to
consider the place of the sun at the time of
day the structure will be used and orientate
it in a way that will provide the most shade
when users need it most,” Fix says. The size
of the space is also critical as, the larger the
space, the heavier the fabric should be for
optimal stability.

The material of the shade structure can
also have a big impact. “A lot of times it’s
warmer under a shade structure; that’s not
the case with our fabrics,” Fix says. Even in
high-temperature environments, comfort

is easy to achieve with GALE Pacific prod-
ucts. The fabric’s knitted design allows air
to flow through, reducing temperatures by
as much as 35%.

DIVERSE DESIGNS

Fabric shade structures give designers more
creative freedom for their outdoor spaces.
Shade sails can be arranged in countless
formations for an artistic and aesthetical-
ly pleasing approach. A variety of color op-
tions gives designers the chance to further
brighten up the outdoors or create a calm-
ing oasis. “We see a lot of people wanting

gbdmagazine.com
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to use their company colors, school colors,
and sports team colors,” Fix says. GALE Pa-
cific’s original knitted shade fabric Com-
mercial 95 comes in 21 colors; Commercial
Heavy 430 comes in 16 colors, and the new-
ly launched Commercial Dualshade 350
comes in 12 core color combinations with
an additional 24 made-to-order options.

Launched in June, the Commercial Du-
alshade 350 “gives a little twist to the ten-
sion structure,” Fix says. The patent-pend-
ing knitting pattern uses two color yarns,
giving the appearance of one color on one
side and a complementary color on the
other that, when put into a tension struc-
ture, creates a shimmery effect. The unique
knitting process creates a stronger, more
dimensionally stable fabric with an irides-
cent look. “This was really our way to inject
innovation and do something nobody else
can do. This is a really cool option for build-
ing owners who are looking to provide a
unique space for workers. It truly sets us
apart from the competition.”

Derbecker says GALE Pacific’s vast array
of color options has also been helpful for
clients on a budget. “The cool thing is you
can use a very simple design but choose
a fabric color, like ivory, to complement

gb8&d

a frame color, like bronze, to create a
very clean, classy look on an inexpensive
structure.”

ATTENTION TO DETAIL
GALE Pacific has its hands in the fabric
manufacturing process from beginning
to end. R&D works with suppliers to de-
termine the chemical makeup needed to
achieve different performance and color
requirements to make the yarns used to
knit the fabric. All fabrics are free of lead
and phthalates and meet California’s Prop-
osition 65 standards. “We’re involved in all
the raw materials that go into making our
yarns and fabrics and have a heightened
sense of quality, formation, and end in-
spection,” Fix says. “Protecting people sits
at the core of what we do, and we take the
correct measures to protect those that both
produce and purchase our products.” The
company has safety teams in all of its offic-
es and plants to further ensure operations
are performed in the best way possible.
All products are Greenguard and Oe-
ko-Tex Standard 100-certified and are
100% recyclable. The company is currently
working to improve fire retardant formu-
lations, too. “Our whole goal and founda-

“WE ARE
SEEING A
LOT MORE
ADVANCES
INDESIGN AS
ARCHITECTS
ARE WORKING
TO FIGURE
OUTWAYSTO
MOVE OFFICES
OUTSIDE.”

GRETCHEN FIX,
GALE PACIFIC

tion as a company is centered around safety
and sustainabity, and that means making a
product that helps to create a safe and sus-
tainable environment to gather outdoors,”
she says.

The company stands by its quality prod-
ucts. All fabrics have a UV degradation
warranty, ranging from 10 to 15 years de-
pending on the fabric, though often the
products last even longer. gb&d
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