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How does Roppe
ensure its flooring is
Red List-free?
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All of Roppe’s
Red List-free
rubber floor-
ing products are
made in the US.
In other words,
they don’t con-
tain any of those
“worst in class”
materials that are
so prevalent in
the industry. We
know they’re Red
List-free through
careful selection,
testing, and valida-
tion of raw material
ingredients.

When we began
screening our raw
materials, the Inter-

national Living Fu-
ture Institute had
not yet published
its Priority List
and Watch List for
harmful materials,
but today it’s easy
for manufactur-
ers and product
designers to access
this information.
Early on, we didn’t
want to make
substitutions for
materials we might
regret, so we used
GreenScreen to
identify high-con-
cern chemicals and
safe alternatives.
To ensure our

Rahul Dhavalikar, Roppe Chief
Polymer Chemist

Roppe has been in business since 1955, and

Chief Polymer Chemist Rahul Dhavalikar says

the family-owned company continues to show
clear commitment to manufacturing the safest,
healthiest products. Roppe products are not only
Red List-free; they're 100% recyclable in the U.S.
Reaching Red List-free status took Roppe about
four years, but the process doesn't stop there.
Dhavalikar shares his insights around how and why
the company continues to learn about the safety

of chemicals and finished products. Find out how

Roppe’s rubber flooring offers an excellent combi-
nation of performance, environmental, and health

benefits at lowest overall lifecycle costs.

products are not
harmful, our rub-
ber tile and sheet
flooring products
are uncoated,
which means
they’re manufac-
tured without any
factory applied
permanent coating.
Polyurethane-based
surface coatings are
generally used on
high performance
flooring prod-

ucts to improve
durability. These
surface coatings are
either applied in
the manufacturing
plant as a factory
finish or at the job
site after installa-
tion. In order to
deliver superior
performance from
surface coatings at
competitive market
prices, the coating
recipe has to be
formulated with
ingredients from
the Red List. The
key components in
these coating reci-
pes are hazardous;
extreme caution is
required for han-
dling during man-
ufacturing. Skin
sensitization and

rashes are immedi-
ate outcomes when
mishandled. For
Roppe, that simply
won’t do. Our own-
ers put the health
of our employees
and customers at
the center of every
decision. Our own-
ership chose not to
apply permanent
surface coating on
rubber flooring
products, opting to
reformulate them
instead in a way
that a wear layer
will not be required
to deliver product
performance. As a
result, we have Red
List-free rubber
flooring products.
Not having this
coating also means
the customer saves
money in the long
term—they don’t
have to main-

tain the coating

or re-apply to
maintain original
durability.

Read more from
Roppe in the Summer
issue of gb&d

when they tackle
maintenance.
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Roppé's Tuflex® .S'partut

multipurpose sports flooring

tiles are Red List-frée and

manufactured using a

simultaneous vulcanization
process. This recycled product
is free of crumb rubber and
hazardous‘chemicals that can
leach through the top layer of
other sports flooring, causing

discoloration and toxic
emissions.
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